Monocyte-mediated entry of pathogens into the central nervous system.
The origin of the microglia has long been a subject of debate. However it is now clear that monocytes enter the normal central nervous system and follow a series of morphological transformations as they differentiate into microglia. Thus, microglia are of monocytic origin. Since monocytes migrate into the normal CNS, they represent potential vehicles for the entry of pathogens into the nervous system and indeed may carry particulate matter into the CNS. Both viruses and bacteria use this 'Trojan horse' mechanism of entry in the pathogenesis of CNS disease.